
 

May 19, 2020 

 
Dear Woodland Staff, Parents and Community, 

As we conclude our 2019-2020 school year, our focus is on a positive strong finish. Our students, staff and 
parents have done an amazing job of wrapping up a school year that will never be forgotten. We know there is 
much unknown as we head into the next school year and my purpose in this communication is to share some 
advance thinking and planning with you. 

In anticipation of next year’s reopening, we are pouring over recommendations, planning and guidance from 
the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC), Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), and other 
state plans and professional association guidelines for returning to school. Last week, the Illinois 
Superintendent of Schools released the following guidance for closing this school year. The guidance on return 
to school is forthcoming. 

After much discussion and national research, we have developed a committee structure to plan for the fall of 
2020. The best plan we can put together for reopening schools is one that prioritizes health and wellness and 
is responsive to the needs of our students, staff and families. We are planning for the multiple possibilities 
with the following scenarios. 

Scenarios  

#1 For students to physically return as much as possible with modified conditions  

#2 For schools to be using a hybrid model of in-person and remote learning 

#3 For teacher-directed at-home learning to continue 

 
We have three committees that will be meeting to research, plan and advise in preparation for reentry in the 
fall. We will be gathering input from administrators, staff, parents and students when appropriate. The 

committees are: 

● Teaching and Learning led by Dr. Thomas and Dr. Kieffer 

● Social Distancing and Facilities led by Mr. Bobek and Dr. Machak 

● Social, Emotional and Physical Health led by Dr. Vandenbroek and Dr. Walls 

 
My plan is to provide a formal update to you all on June 25, 2020, at the regular Board of Education meeting. 

In the meantime, please watch your email for updates and input opportunities. Visit our website and follow us 
on Facebook.com/WoodlandDistrict50 and Twitter.com/Woodland50News.   

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/Schools-Decision-Tree.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/Schools-Decision-Tree.pdf
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Message-05152020.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Considerations-for-Closing-Out-2019-20-SY-51520.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Considerations-for-Closing-Out-2019-20-SY-51520.pdf
https://www.dist50.net/
https://www.facebook.com/WoodlandDistrict50/
https://twitter.com/Woodland50News


 

We understand the quality of learning has not been equal to in-person learning during this health crisis. I am 
incredibly proud and grateful to our staff, administrators and parents for their tremendous efforts to navigate 
a complete and total change to education as we know it. We know you have many questions and we will 
continue to work together to plan for a safe and engaging return for our phenomenal students and amazing 
staff in #LifeintheW. 

Your Partner in Education 

 

Dr. Lori Casey, Acting Superintendent 
Woodland District 50 
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